
Traditional Origami Crane 

Step 1) Start with a square sheet of paper and fold in half diagonally, 
then fold in half again.  
Step 2) Fold that flap back and…  

     

       Step 3) Squash fold this flap down.  
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Step 4) Turn the model over, we’re going to repeat the last few steps 
on the other side.  
Step 5) Fold the flap over to the left like in Step 2 and squash fold 
this flap down like you did in Step 3 so you have a diamond shape. 
Step 6) Fold the side flap to the middle along the center fold. 
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Step 7)  Fold the side flap on other side to the middle along the center 

fold as well, then unfold both. Flip the model over and repeat this on 

both flaps on this side too. 

Step 8) Fold the top of the model down to the edge of the flaps (see 

visible crease in photo). Crease well and unfold. 

Step 9) Lift the top flap of paper up along the crease you just made.  
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Step 10) Continue lifting up and push in the sides along the creases 

you made in the previous couple of steps. Flatten everything along 

the creases you already made.  

Step 11) Flip the model over and repeat Steps 6-10 on this side to 

match. 
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Your model should now look like this. 

 

12) Fold in the top flaps on the left and right 

sides. This will help us create the head, tail, 

and wings. 
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Step 13) Fold the long thin section of paper on the right up diagonally, 

then do the same thing on the 

left side. Crease well, then  

unfold. Flip the model over and 

repeat this on the other side. 

 

Step 14) Now we’re going to 

make an inside reverse fold  

along the creases you just made 

on the right side of the model.  

13 

14 



Lift the paper up inside the model along the creases you already 

made and flatten everything. Then you’re going to do the same 

thing on the other side. 
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Step 15) Now we’re going to fold the head. Fold the long thin section of 

paper on the right down diagonally on the front side, then unfold and 

crease diagonally down the back, then unfold again so the model once 

again looks like it did after Step 13. 

Step 16) Fold the head along the creases that you just made to do an in-

side reverse fold you did to create the head and tail. 
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 Step 17) Fold down the wings on both sides. 

 

Your crane is done! 
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